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in the art of the japanese sword master swordsmith yoshindo yoshihara offers a detailed look at the entire process of japanese sword
making including the finishing and appreciation of japanese blades japanese sword art stands out in many ways functionality as a

weapon sophisticated metallurgy and metalsmithing the shape of the blade itself all contribute to the beauty of these remarkable
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weapons the art of the japanese sword conveys to the reader japanese samurai sword history and japanese sword care as well as
explaining how to view and appreciate a blade with 256 full color pages this sword book illustrates in meticulous detail how modern
craftsmen use traditional methods to prepare their steel forge the sword and create the unique hardened edge by gaining a good
understanding of how a sword is actually made the reader will be able to appreciate the samurai sword more fully topics include

appreciating the japanese sword history of the japanese sword traditional japanese steelmaking making the sword finishing the sword

from raw steel to tempered blade this text presents a visual account of the ancient craft of swordmaking as practiced in modern japan
well over a thousand years old the tradition of swordmaking in japan is one of the most highly regarded metal crafts in the world
when all sword manufacture was prohibited in japan for seven years after world war ii the age old techniques were in danger of being
lost forever today in the hands of a new generation of practitioners the craft is making a startling comeback connoisseurs say that the

swords being produced

with over 300 stunning photographs and woodblock prints along with extensive historical and cultural commentary japanese swords is
the ultimate authority on samurai weaponry historically japanese warriors considered their swords to be far greater than simple
weaponry their swords were both lethal tools and divine companions social and religious icons traditionally worn by the samurai as a
sign of social status the japanese sword represented the junction between the reigning military class and those whom they ruled
moreover the samurai sword was a technological and artistic marvel many scholars consider it to be the finest sword ever constructed
in terms of symbolism and historical importance no other blade comes close to the japanese sword with a historical iconographical and
technological perspective author cohn m roach provides an in depth study of these magnificent weapons in japanese swords this richly
illustrated sword book weaves the blade s primary influences together tracking its history and illuminating its progress from infancy to
grandeur by studying the evolution of the japanese sword from this perspective we better understand japan and its warrior archetype
combining research materials from multiple disciplines roach uses his expertise as an educator to guide readers through the sword s rise

to greatness in a unique way this book discusses the history development and spiritual symbolism of the sword as well as the esoteric
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metallurgical techniques used in making it it also covers the difficult training practices used by skilled swordsmen japanese swords also
includes a companion video content featuring a beautifully filmed documentary that explores the traditional swordmaker s craft the
video content also contains an introduction to the japanese sword at a sword shop in kyoto and a visit to a dojo for a beginner s class

in the medieval sword drawing art called iaido

this completely new encyclopedic reference for the japanese sword contains about 2 500 entries many of them illustrated by photos
and drawings the encyclopedia of japanese swords is an a z general encyclopedia covering each and every part of the sword the blade
the mountings the fittings and all their different interpretations further this encyclopedia also explains the literal or etymological meaning

of each japanese term and provides an even deeper insight into the subject

the famed samurai sword nihonto represents the pinnacle of bladed weaponry in the japanese warrior s arsenal this book addresses the
sword s intrinsic historic monetary military and artistic values the seven chapters for this particular anthology were selected from
materials published in the journal of asian martial arts tharp s chapter details aspects of the nihonto that make it unique in the world as
a valued objet d art protected by law codes specifically written to preserve these cultural relics even when made by contemporary
master smiths dicristofano writes on sword sketchings which allow the human eye to view details of the sword blade often unnoticed
because of the subtlety inherent in the work hoshino s chapter presents a overview of various blade types his focus on blades leads to
the next chapter by richard babin on how to make a scabbard test cutting provides proof of the practicalily of the sword and
swordsman s technique peter ward utilized an ancient diagram of main targets for body cuts and modern technology to actually view
the inner structures of the blade s path along these targets peritz s chapter presents the ainu an indigenous group in japan they
incorporated blades made by japanese smiths according to their own taste goedkoop s chapter deals with another medium as the
master craftsman creates wooden replicas of japanese swords as you read other books and articles about japanese swords or practice
kendo or iaido or see highly polished blades in a museum the chapters here will enhance your knowledge and appreciation of nihonto

and their intrinsic value
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drawing on the v a s magnificent collection this illustrated survey examines the development of the japanese sword in an historical and
social context from the 8th to the 12th century the development of the sword from its origins as one of the world s most effective
cutting weapons in seen in the context of the emergence and development of japan s ruling military class the samurai to whom it was
indispensable both as a weapon and symbol of power the book also deals with the techniques used in the making of the sword and
the associated terminology in addition to weapons from the v a s own collections illustrations include comparative materials from japan

s tokyo national museum as well as prints showing graphic depictions of swords in action

one of the foremost experts on the japanese sword describes their history and appreciations in this book with photographs and
illustrations the japanese sword combines unbreakability rigidity and lethal cutting power and it is in the resolution of these conflicting
practical requirements that it emerges as a triumph of the forger s art the mystique of the sword lingers on in our age of mechanized
combat but the aesthetic qualities for which swords are most valued by collectors today the liveliness of the metal skin the confidence

in every aspect of the

the samurai sword a symbol of the spirit of old japan it embodies the samurai s steel discipline unswerving devotion and peerless skill
with its creation a feat of craftsmanship passed down by generations of artisans the samurai sword is generally considered to be
superior even to the famed blades of western damascus and toledo the samurai sword handbook is a precise exploration of the
samurai sword designed for sword collectors as well as anyone intrigued by these ancient blades detailing the origins and development
of the samurai sword its historical background styles famous schools and differences in construction this revised edition of the classic
reference outlines methods of identifying and researching the sword as well as caring for it properly this must have for sword lovers is
sure to be a bestseller topics of this samurai book include japanese history and the samurai sword types of swords parts of the sword

blade shape construction and grain the making of the sword inscriptions and their readings care and maintenance appraisal and value
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relative point values

this is a series of entry level lectures on the japanese sword and its history for those who are interested in studying japanese art swords
the japanese sword was basically designed as a weapon but japanese swordsmiths imbued qualities of grace and beauty into the blades
as well as functional superiority the intricate patterns of surface and texture formed by their highly developed forging and tempering
techniques were made only in japan in the past the japanese looked at the swords as a spiritual symbol of samurai temples and shrines
nowadays the japanese regard swords as a cultural art object made of steel varieties of the appearance of swords are closely related to
historical events textures contours and tempering designs are characteristics of a particular school den ® of swordsmiths this is a series
of lectures that discuss each period s history then talk about the swordsmiths schools that were active in a particular province at the
time because of that each section starts with the history of the time it is necessary to discuss the history to see the flow of the events

that affected the swords shape and style

with the advent of world war i infantry rapiers or cavalry sabers had practically become obsolete on the european battlefields due to
the introduction of machine weapons and tanks at the same time in japan the samurai sword experienced an impressive renaissance
due to the growing demand of japanese officers for traditionally forged swords samurai swords for the material battle tells the story of
the last samurai swords forged for battle and answers the question of why japan s soldiers entrusted their fate to these swords in the
inferno of material battles impressive visual documents tell of the events of that time and allow the viewer to imagine the hell through
which the soldiers of all warring parties went using the example of the works of contemporary swordsmiths the author not only proves
the art status of these swords he also examines the question of whether only swords from tamahagane can be genuine nihon to purists
will be shocked by the estimation of a leading contemporary swordsmith who recommended that the japanese war ministry supply all
swordsmiths with manchurian steel likewise the estimation of japanese swordsmen who fought to the death with their swords is likely to
turn many budo devotees idea of the ideal fighting sword on its head based on the personal fates of japanese soldiers the author

evokes the spirit of the last samurai the reader can understand how the japanese sword myth and the samurai s code of honor shaped
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the japanese society up to the time of the second world war and had a decisive influence on their actions by not looking at the
swords in isolation but placing them in the focus of contemporary historical events this book differs from many reference books in this
genre and complements the existing literature in a unique way competently and carefully researched it is for the connoisseur of the

subject as well as for beginners or readers interested in contemporary history a real treasure trove and exciting reading to the end

no other weapon in the world can boast of possessing such a high spiritual quality as the japanese sword for over a thousand years
the sword was revered as the very soul of the samurai warriors who wielded it commanding awe respect and an almost religious
devotion the tumultuous events of modern japanese history and the nation s relentless drive toward technological advancement
however irrevocably sealed the sword s fate and along with the samurai class the sword became an anachronism both culturally and

militarily
new generation of japanese swordsmiths is a kodansha international publication
connoisseur s book japanese swords is a kodansha international publication

the samurai sword of japan is probably the finest edged weapon ever made this volume by leading samurai expert stephen turnbull
reveals the story of how and why it achieved this distinction particular attention is paid to the development of the familiar curved blade
from the original straight blades the associated development of japan s famous steel making techniques and the challenges from
contemporary warfare together with the technical details of forging polishing mounting and testing this volume is brought to life with
details of the great swordmakers themselves moreover no history of the sword would be complete without a detailed examination of
its use in combat from the greatest samurai armies to individual duels and revenge killings personal accounts allow the reader to
discover the art of japanese swordsmanship in the hands of masters such as miyamoto musashi to the unnamed japanese warrior
defending his family s honour this lively text is perfectly complemented by artwork reconstructions of the sword in use and colour

photographs of the swords in use
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over 60 japanese swords in gallery format covering 1000 years of technological development the yume collection is a reference and
educational guide into the world of japanese swords it takes years if not a life time to gain the necessary knowledge that helps
collectors and practitioners appreciate the intricacies associated with these swords and to understand that as well as being a formidable
weapon they are without any doubt marvels of engineering and artistic masterpieces the eventual shape and structure of the japanese
sword including the changes in their method of construction are invariably linked to the changes that took place in shaping the nation

of japan and the ethos of the samurai warriors that wielded them

the first book to present the amazing swords and armor belonging to the most famous samurai in japanese history in japanese swords
and armor samurai sword expert paul martin presents scores of magnificent blades fittings and armor from the 12th to the 20th
centuries which belonged to thirty of the most famous warriors and leaders in japanese history including a wooden sword
commissioned and owned by miyamoto musashi japan s greatest swordsman an exact replica of the sword he wielded at the
legendary duel on ganryu jima island the tachi blade worn by tokugawa ieyasu founder of the tokugawa shogunate and the powerful
unifier of japan which was later presented to the meiji emperor the katchu armor belonging to minamoto no yoshitsune hero of the
genpei wars and later gifted as a votive offering to the kasuga shrine in nara the naginata halberd said to be the favored weapon of
tomoe gozen japan s famous female samurai that was immortalized in the classic book tale of the heike and many more these
masterful works of art are presented in 200 stunning color photos including eight double gatefolds many of these objects which rival
the greatest military artifacts found anywhere are designated national treasures or important cultural properties by the japanese

government and reflect their importance to the samurai their culture and to the nation and people of japan

this illustrated guide to the development of the japanese sword in the modern era concentrates on the techniques and output of the
best smiths it includes a detailed look at the swords used during world war ii and should be of interest to collectors and enthusiasts the
lineage of the japanese sword can be traced back over a thousand years and throughout its long history the sword has emerged as

one of japan s most durable cultural assets part of its mythical appeal lies in the unique harmony of its historical roles as deadly hand
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held weapon embodiment of the samurai

this book should bring the reader more near to the no less interesting era of the new sword the shinto with the transition to the
peaceful edo period the japanese sword experienced considerable changes which are briefly touched in some other sword publications
this book now tries to present the historical and scholastic changes of the shinto in a comprehensive manner the reader should get an
idea about the activities of the edo period swordsmiths in all the provinces and how if at all they were connected in terms of school or
workmanship the classification based on the traditional gokaden is no longer applicable in shinto times and so a more geographical
processing suggests itself in the beginning we have the large sword centres of kyoto osaka and edo subsequently all other provinces
follow arranged according to their significance in the sword world and in context with each other to avoid as much as possible big

geographical and theoretical jumps
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