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prevenge 2016 is an entertainingly dark 21st century horror movie detailing the serial killing journey of heavily pregnant ruth it s a cleverly crafted narrative full of stark social
commentary traversing the delicate line between comedy and tragedy by fusing together a kitchen sink approach with a supernatural revenge plot this book as part of the devil s
advocates series examines how the film deconstructs the slasher mythology and the sexism therein and upends stereotypical representations of the weak woman and delicate
mother with new exclusive input from writer director and star alice lowe the text also looks at the production s inception and development assesses its debts to cult british
cinema and inspects its umbilical connections to rosemary s baby alien village of the damned and many other monstrous child silver screen features

the evil dead 1982 is one of the most inventive and energetic horror movies of the last 40 years this devil s advocate examines its appeal and impact from a variety of perspectives
including how it creates a bad dream effect its final guy male hero and its troubled critical reception

roman polanski s repulsion 1965 starring catherine deneuve as a repressed and tormented manicurist is a gripping visually inventive descent into paranoia and self destructive
alienation emblematic of recurrent polanski motifs evinced in his student short films in his striking debut feature knife in the water 1962 and in subsequent features like death
and the maiden 1994 repulsion is a tour de force examination of crippling anxiety and the sinister potency of inanimate objects repulsion amplifies the realm of psychological
horror by evoking the seething impact of increasing delusion literal and figurative seclusion and the consequences of one woman s foreboding sensitivity to the unsettling world
that surrounds her this devil s advocate considers repulsion within the context of familiar horror tropes and the prevailing qualities of polanski s broader oeuvre drawing on the
research of sigmund freud julia kristeva barbara creed and others concerning issues of abjection the monstrous feminine and the psychology of horror spectatorship this text
focuses on central themes of isolation sexuality and setting bookended by introductory biographical details and concluding with a roundup of the film s reception jeremy carr
situates repulsion within the horror genre at large as well as its various off shoots such as the rape revenge subgenre there is also an analysis of the film s technical qualities from
its sound design to its brilliantly low key special effects all of which define the film as polanski s most audaciously stylish realisation of dread and unease
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since its release at the mid point of the 1980s american horror boom stuart gordon s re animator 1985 has endured as one of the most beloved cult horror films of that era greeted
by enthusiastic early reviews re animator has maintained a spot at the periphery of the classic horror film canon while re animator has not entirely gone without critical attention
it has often been overshadowed in horror studies by more familiar titles from the period eddie falvey s book which represents the first book length study of re animator
repositions it as one of the most significant american horror films of its era for falvey re animator sits at the intersection of various developments that were taking place within the
context of 1980s american horror production he uses re animator to explore the rise and fall of charles band s empire pictures the revival of the mad science sub genre the
emergent popularity of both gore aesthetics and horror comedies as well as a new appetite for the works of h p lovecraft in adaptation falvey also tracks the film s legacies
observing not only how re animator s success gave rise to a new lovecraftian cycle fronted by stuart gordon but also how its cult status has continued to grow marked by sequels
spin offs parodies and re releases as such falvey s book promises to be a book both about re animator itself and about the various contexts that birthed it and continue to reflect
its influence

this devil s advocate explores the cinematic wonders of brian desmond hurst s much loved 1951 adaptation of a christmas carol scrooge through the prism of horror cinema
arguing that the film has less in common with cosy festive tradition than it does with terror cinema like james whale s bride of frankenstein robert weine s the cabinet of dr caligari
and f w murnau s faust beginning with charles dickens himself a prolific writer of ghost stories with a christmas carol being but one of many colin fleming then considers earlier
cinematic adaptations including 1935 s folk horror like scrooge before offering a full account of the hurst sim version stressing what must always be kept at the forefront of our
minds this is a ghost story

shadow of a doubt 1943 was british born alfred hitchcock s sixth american film and the one that he at various times identified as his favourite and his best it seems likely that one
of the reasons he liked shadow so much is that is an extraordinarily well ordered narrative system a meticulous cause and effect chain that melds its various scenes and
sequences together to form a unified narrative that is highly effective in building suspense and cultivating identification with characters this scrupulously organized film operates
as a masterclass on principles of narrative design while generating resonant commentary on the nature of family life this book redresses the deficit of sustained critical attention
paid to shadow even in the large corpus of hitchcock scholarship analysing the film s narrative system issues of genre authorship social history homesickness and family values
diane negra shows how the film s impeccable narrative structure is wedded to radical ideological content linking the film s terrors to the punishing effects of looking beyond
conventional family and gender roles this book understands shadow as an unconventionally female centred hitchcock text and a milestone film that marks the director s
emergent engagement with the pathologies of violence in american life and opens a window into the placement of femininity in world war ii consensus culture and more broadly
into the politics of mid century gender and family life

seconds 1966 is john frankenheimer s criminally overlooked monolith of paranoia part science fiction part body horror part noir thriller cum black comedy a film found at the
intersection of the post mccarthy mindset european art cinema the suburban identity nightmares of the twilight zone and the mid life crises of masculinity aroused by 1960s
counterculture arguably the bleakest mainstream hollywood film ever made it was famously booed at its cannes unveiling and was a box office failure upon release and while the
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film s critical reception has gradually turned to acknowledge its significance in the scheme of american cinema throughout the wider science fiction film community it remains
surprisingly under appreciated this constellation sets out to shed light on the film s many attributes from its stylistic significance to its political commentary countering the
critical dismissal of a film suffering from personality disorder to suggest that instead seconds turned its inner identity crisis from a vice into a virtue in the spirit of the finest
science fiction seconds is both emblematic of the time in which it was made and perpetually relevant to new audiences as a portent of things to come or for that matter a startling
reveal of the hidden here and now
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